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ORCHARDS OF “EGYPT."|

THE FRUIT-CGROWING REGION
OF SOUTHERN ILLINOIS.

A Mammail Industry and How It Is Con-
ducted —Profits of Fruit Growing
Pomological Bananas- How the
chards Are Plagnted and Cared For

sSome
Or-

Southern Suckerdom,

For mora than half a century South-
on Illinols has been known as "Egwypt,”
writes a Flora
correspondent in
the Globe-Demo-
erat, What simi-
larity Southemn
Suckerdom bears
or has bormes to
the land of the
erstwhile Phar-
achs s a disputed
question, Soma
eay that
GEN. LEWIS 0. pArsoxsearly day
section was celebrated f corn
erops, and that residents of counties
farther north made frequent pligrimages
to purchasd it, even us the sons of
Jacob went down into the Egspt of old
with sacks and shekels, That is the
expianation offered by the Illinois
Egyptians, but their northern fellow-
citizens tender a different tale, 71 hey
state that the term was not intended to
typify a land of pleuty, one flowing
with milk and honey and teeming with
wine and ecorn and oil—one *“where
evary prospect pleases and only man is
vile"—but rather a country the poverty
of whose soll was equaled only by the
dense Ignorance and constitutlonal in-

ithis

e

RESIDENCE OF QBEN, PANSONS,

dolence of its people. The products of
the Tllinois Egypt wers popularly sup-
posed to consist principally of *buck
ague,” vellow dogs, "'possums, and hoop-
poles; the chief occupation of the peo-
ple to bLe chewing plug tobacco and
swallowing quinine The inhabitants
of the modern Egypt were supposed to
be held in & wondage of laziness from
which no Midianite Moses would
lead them—to be groping in mental
darknegs, compared to which the shad-
ows that rell upon the land of the
Pharaohs was an Itullan sunset. South-

ern Illinois was regarded as the Naza- .

ai an |

| supposed It

| per trae,

ever |

to usa

“store” shirts, Fortunea were made

sout of fruit. The man with a large
pesch orchard or strawberry farm was
the nabob of his community, Hay,
grain snd slock wera plse ex-
teusively raised, but {t was ap-
parent from the first that the new

vet would never, like the old, become
<5 T

ht granary of half a world. The soll
was generaliy good, bat it was not egual
to that of the Nile valley. FPeaches and

sontinued to be ita prize

product, Vor the growth of these it had
no superior and scarce an equal be-
tween Cape Cod and California. But

could not grow strawberries
and pen for the Northern market.
Even the Chirago avpetite, like the
Chicago foot, hath [ts limits: besides,
those ;_'-N.'.'O'F- who haed not a direct out-
lét to the land of late springs and early
autumns found berries and penches un-

profitable, and began nbout for
t {

evervio 1y

‘Hes

'nELing

new culs to fortune, Some fections
found a fair profit in cerenls, but thesa
were advanlages en oved in cominon
r nnet g soma of the gy
with mpst sections of the Un'gn.

An Appie-Raisiag Manl

Some ago it occurrad to a few
restie spirits that opulence might be
found i apple orchards, and they be-
gan 1o experiment. Most people were
ineredi Everybody knew
I gypt would grow goml ul._:u!--a, but few
possessed pecullar advan-
for that industry. In
ee ~.-] eriments did not prove very
suceessful, but in the oounties of
Marion, Clay, Wayne and Blchland
good results were obtained and orchard
planting on an extengive scale scon fol-
lowed, Tha pioneers of the orchard in-
and, as
slow growth, sey-

VEeArs
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lous,

tages
tiors

0me see-

dustry planied many varietles,

the apple tree is of

eral vears elapsed before it was nscer-
tained that the soll and climate weres
eapecially adapted to two aor three
varieties only., Mr. Thomas H, Low-

rey Is the pioteer of the orchard indus-
try o! this section He planted the first

commercial orchard in 1864. It eon-
sisted of thirty-two acres of various
varieties, and is still fruitful at the

good old age of twenty-six years I'wo
hunidred wine-sap trees in this orchard
pro: one 1000 bushela of
apples, or an average of fifltean bushels
hey sold rendily at S0 conts
the lot, which

Mr. Lowrey

e

season

# bushel,

was grown on four

or 2.4 for

acres.

| last senson solid his apple crop, on the

trees, in the

month of July, for §

haser assuming not 3
all risks but the expense of picking and
barreling the fr

acre, the

F'wo vaars ago he

g th
gold his ¢ for $230 an acre,
Four crops gathered from a young
orchard nave nettod Iiin has
twoen &a00 wnid SE00 per acra
in the figgregate Many others
who were among the first to plant
orehards have done « qually as well L
wag such remarkable exhibita na tha

above lhat
and sel oy T'_\ b '! W
the wherewith to pur

o d and a stock of

no oo

CONnVel the Inereluloy

d oo

haza

» i
pinoa
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VIEW FROM

reth of the new world, from which no
good was a-\t-m"l':] to procesd. It was
sparsely settled, and land might be had
almost for the asking; it waswithin easv
reach of Chicago, St. Louls, and other
mighty markets; the Father of Waters
caressed it on the west, and the raging
Wabash fretted wlong the east, and the
sunny waters of tha Ohlo spurkled on
the £outh tallways pierced it, and a
sky of Itallan softness smiled upon It;
It was threaded by a thousand small
streams, and medieinal springs, such as
Ponce de Leon valnly sought among the
evargindes and alligators of Florida,
burst from its sunny bosom; but it lay
under the ban, and did not prospar or
progress, Home-seekors hurvied across
It to wasie thelr energles upon the arid
laing of Western Kansas, or wear out
helr liveg In ut equal battle with the
Dakota blizzard
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orchards, Plantingz ox

the * il]‘l‘jl‘

gan g VEArs ago Lt
eraze Jdid not a=sume an epldamic form
untii a I IBRE-8Y consequently moat

I8 In the
o hear,
those

15 a constant stimulus

erent ,1.1.|u halt
Fhe magnilicent
that have reached

nodthe

4 padd by

Urity

i trees put out each snceeed
ing year inereuscs In o ratio of geomet-
richl nrogression The desire to seoure
orchards now amounts to almost a
mania, and may not inaptly ba coms
pared to the gold fever that onee raged
with such virulence in Callfornia. It is
estimated that within the past three
vears |OUO MM apple trees have Leen
put out in Marion, Clay, Richland and
Wayne Counties, and the work may be
2ald 1o hinve Just begun Muny farmers
W | rom L 1 i) neres more
n i | Ireeries nnot
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“boughten” tubacco and wear |

that l

imand |

| Tive A Dew at

barreled. The price pald ranges aceord-
ing to quality and the state of the gen-
eral fruit grop, from about $1.10 to $2.40
a barrel of three bushels each, Perhapa
o0 cents a bushel is a fair average prize
for all grades and seasons. It is no un-
usual thing for a tree that has reachaed
maturity to produce twenty bushels of
choioe fruit In a single senson. and one
made a receond of fortyv-five bushaels of
applea that sold for 50 centga bushel,
The averaco for all se ‘u | prob

1[s0ons

ably not exceed six bushels per tree
This, at 50 cents a bushel, vields 83 a
tree, or $I150 an acre, althouzgh many
orchardista iusist that the average [s

much higher. But granting only $100
per acre as the average, the profit §s suf
Helently great to make orchards a gilt-
g£¢ investment, as the CXPenSsSe neces-
sary to keep a grown orchard in condi-
tion and plle the frult 18 very small
iand is cheap.

Most ol the planting

> "

, and

is dona the

v
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fall, though many (rees are put out In

the spring. Some planters plow the
ground  thoroughly, but the wusual
method 18, in case »f fall planting, to
plow only steips, live or slx furrows
wide, '-\'?I'.']'t'!flﬂ_‘.nu‘_:- lreas ara o be
‘-Eui'ml. I'he best sucrcess 1s obtalned
with l-year-old trees, thougsh many

2-yoar-vlds are planted. Great
taken to place the roots of the
trecs gtraight aud glve them
mellow varth to

Care 18
young
plenty of

expand in tne-yoar-
old trees are simply well-developad
swilchoes, but the 2-year-olds are
ususlly "headed"—have put forth tiny
branches, Great care 8 taken at the
nuyress ako the trees head near
th - i stately trunks be

fnbitely

mrnnmental
Ly

1o be useful his I8

e
infant

Aceon] 1

eutting off thy tops of the

and stripping the Lbuds from the stem 1o
the requirel helght I'he troes ar
usunlly placed thirty leet apart euch

wayv, whicha aht 1o the acre
Some orchardists plant them 30x28
[eet, thus securing a stand of fifty 1o tho

Vhen the attain maturity

OwWs forty-=el

aclre, trocs

the space belween them is narrowed
down to a foot-path. The orohards are
usually kept in corn until the trees are

b yenrs old, as this alfords them the |
nocessary cuitivation, and the partizl |
shade thus scoured s thought 1o Le
benefichiel to the young tre ILhoy bao-
gin to bear when about 7 yenrs old, and
at the nge of 10 are producing a falr

o not rench 11 best boenrs-

ng period until the

aRga o
thnt age untl] 30 s rezariled as
profitable Life of & i Bough n
Lieve That, with Pt e Wl
ing, the prolific age L B
ndefinitely The Lréns fequite a

them propariy,
hey ara soldom touchod with shenrs
or knife after they

the aga of 15

itte pruning to si
bt t
P";.."H o Lear int
Yeara, when 1}
branches arethinned out ared b

graowth.

(0
d vigorous

Money In the Business,

"Big mouey,” aotunl or potentin', does
not eause the people of the apple balt ¢
neglect little things Fhey guard as
arefully agoinst waste as dees the
i g0 : 1 - ARCkoer, wiio a4 » IT'F"""'[

a p1 Nt evean in the cul WoR
tal While eortain that they have

aredd a royal road to weaith, they
riect tha economlcal turnpike
Every applo, Lig and Jit e, 18 turned to
a profit, and even the parings and cores
nra transmuted Into \T'r'l""
that with thelr
iporated, nnd therehy
become a standard urticle of commerce.
A few large growers thely
evaporating establlshments, but most
of this work is dona by Independent en
terprise, I'ha roat
Flora, In iny County, annd

ellow gold

canno. lnd

mMAarkat

jackets on nre o

lhave Oown

lar svaporators sre

at

ocatlod

at Noble, in Richland County, These
svaporators have & capaclty of aboult
LU hels por day ench,. Last sensor
the one at Flora used ip 5,000
bushels of applos When running
to its full copwcity it emplovs sev-

hands Fhe cull'ngs

enty

and dirop

| A great deal of 1t aventually finds
way 1o forelgn conntriea
and cores are dricd

i:.-' i,....
sacked and si l'i\-d
0 Chicago, where they o nd »
ready sale. In r ¢ goneral
apple crop is light they frequently sall
’

{
i tere are

mma

or 4 cents a pound several
factories in the | | States that use
Lthese driad cores nd parings 1e
manufaciura o les, but the greas
bulk of It goes 1o Europe, and especially
L l...l..l' 0, wh L enters fn 3 1 LV
food rroduets  and Is extensively
used n tha mouufnciure of
wines and brandies it 18 said
that many of the French wines, so pope-
uiar Iin Ameriea, il 14
champagnes, are n e T
of Amerioan appl S '
spots and worms Yerhapa . v
itter that gives to Fronch wines 1
CXQuUisite " Donguerl”™ so mu vimiired by

American epletros
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than a sack of apple parings that !..-L‘.i tive hant n winele oo
been bleachedand droied. The Mmuly | osafoly trar el men
o v SRANAR 0 BYeGns DOSIN | iver under the tin bl
ol 1 Lest champnenae ent ANY
he Lh LM A Rt Wy | not surya N e
tons of this frult refuse are = { an |l : e o o)
nually from Richland and Clay ST T [k UL ALY LVErY ond
ties, netting o very pretty sun Fhe | P38 8 \L
evaporated frult of this section Tive His corps was ovdored to
gotrded ""!"'”"':"'l”-” o any know T'.i Ehe wight to tl loft. tow
the trade.  More than $60,000 worth of [ Anos River, passing the Ni
evaporited fralt was ghippoed from --Tnl to the roar ol it Fho wiite
' Pl
alone last yenr. The evaporators usually | el thie pu
bewin operations nbout the middle of Lioented LTS B N I L
July und run ._‘.|_\- and I, and suns- | thie arm o brpo onk that n
duvs, until November | Bome vinogas L oy
1'% LIE il 1 L il
ind | 5 produy bt nvay ntad | | i .
% : il I !
Fruit s conceded 1o he the most pro®es | |
tabin way of working up the ou Yo I il ¥\

Winte v8 wre pleked s aliee, | 1AL PN \ \
RN evervbhody 18 u\l";"--t I nssgisl U!.l S t 3 ! LN
the ceremnny A\ the trees branch low i o [ T,
fally two-thirds of the erop can be | 10 4 i ' ( |
plokod whille thi Dpore ra stand on the Mgl 1 -l i = 1
ground,  To prevent brulsing a large geing close to e fin
hoyg ] | 3 '
nopper i8 mhie of sl i 4 with [ ek of our Hin (len. 8

THE B na
the apples pazs to a table covers Wikl
many sheots of some strot th

whers the pickers (rom

Fhis s plaoed
*olrees can throw lnte it

as the wh

nble ich nolas perha
bushel, ia fliled, the uy
moved by taking It up hy the four oors

ners and emptied into a barrel or pile

upon the ground, and this process s res
peated until the s ipply of eloths on the
receiving table I1s exhanusied Huvers
come Ifrom St, Louls and Chicsgo and
rontract for the apples, someiimes by
the berrel, but freguent ¥y by the t

As the orchurds deve lap it will be neces

sary for them to taka entire charge of
the gathering and barreling, as tha
nmmount of labor necessury will be at
greater than the ol suppls I'he
great bulk of the frult (s sold as soon
a8 It mntures, or sven befors that
time, but Hne growers xeep & portior
of thelr op for e spring market, Thye
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OLD SOLDIERS AT HOME.

THEY TELL SOMEAMUSING AN
ECDOTES AND STUORIES.
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Confederates made theis

s on Wown thiey took ns biv sar
Prs I was in bed and was aw wkepad
¥ the discharge of guns, 1 got up
1d vl L the early mornfog
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